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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


LIFE OF ORIGEN, 


To the Biography of this astonishing genius, some 
account of the character and condition of the Christian 
Church in his age, is a necessary Introduction, espe- 
dially for those readers who are not versed in ecclesi- 
astical history. 

Christianity, such as it was, had been disseminated, 
more or less, in almost every province of that vast i.m- 
fire which extended from the river Evpbrates in the 
east to the isles of Britain in the west, and from the 
Dniester and Baltic on the north to Mount Atlas and 
the Lybian Desert in the south. It was, however, in 
that region which lay between the Euphrates and the 
Archipelago, that the most considerable bodies of chris- 
tians were gathered. Here were the remains of the 
seven churches of Asta, the church of Jerusalem and 
those of Judea; and besides others of less note, the 
great and flourishing church at Antioch. In Egypt, 
but few of the natives had forsaken the pagan religion ; 
and the progress of christianity, in that country, was 
almost wholly confined to the city of Alexandria.— 
Here, however, was a church numerous and respecta- 


ble; and as this great city was famous as the seat of 


learning and of that sort of philosophy then in vogue, 


the christians here became distinguished for their at- 


‘ainments in that visionary and absurb science. In 
Carthage and iis sdjacent territory, now the kingdom 
of Tunis, there were several smal! churches establish- 
ed, and bisho) s settled. In Italy, the christians had 
become corsiderul:ly numerous 3 and the city of Rome 
itself is supposed to have contained abont filty thou- 
id of thei, amidst a population of, ;erhaps, a mi!lion* 
To the west of the Alps, in what is now 


= : 


. 


inhabitanis. 


France, there were only some scattered churches, 


hardly snpported by the zeal of a few christians, in the 


Ra yhs A: ) PPS Ree. 
tities of Lyons, Aries, Narbonne, Thovlouse, Limoges, ler it asa detestable foe, 
From France, the light of 
the gospel was still more faintly reflected on the re- 


Clermont, Tours and Paris. 


mote Roman provinces of Spain and Britain. As tothe 
“arbarous tribes of Caledonia, and the savage border- 
ers on the north of the Rhine and Danube, they had 


probably received some imperfect kuowledge of chris- 


Uanity, by means of the various opportunities naturally 
presented to them in the course of war and com- 
miecrce, 

In addition to the foregoing sketch, it may be ob- 
served that though the church of this age was compos- 
ed, in general, of the lower class of people, yet it con- 
tained numbers of learning and wealth, and some o 
family and influence. ‘There were also many chris- 
tians in the Roman armies, and even in the Court.— 
Indeed, their religion was, at times, no great ob- 
ttacle to promotion and preferment; though, at other 
times, it brought on them the severest persecutions.— 


a 





* This estimate of the population of Rome is found- 
ed rather on conjecture than on certain authority. — 
Twenty seven years before Christ, the number of cili- 
zens in Rome was 463,000; and there was probably 
about the same number in the second and third cea- 
turies after Christ. It is to be remembered, however, 
that the citizens were not more than one half of the 
Whole mass of the people, includin 3 soldiers, servients, 
slaves, &e. The census taken by Augustus, A. D. 14, 


3 no certain authority ; as that seems to have includ- 
ed the citizens of the several Roman provinces, or at 
least, the foveiguers whe had beer enlisted in the Ro- 
Man armies, ; 


After all, the nuthber of christians cannot have exceed- 
ed, in proportion, the twentieth part of the subjects of 
the Roman Empire; but their habits of union, zeal 
and courage, which contributed to theiractual inerease, 
gave them also the appearance of greater strength and 
numbers than they really possessed. 

When we speak of their christianity, however, we 
must not be understood to mean that simple system of 
truth which Christ taught, and his apostles inculcated. 
In the course of a century and a half, it had gradually 
become somewhat corrupted by the admission of cer- 
tain Jewish and Pagan notions. But what was worse, 
the learned had lately begun to add to it the visionary 
principles and dark subtleties of a philosophy, utterly 
vain, but then in high repute, componnded of the Ori- 
ental and Platonic systems. We can scarcely conceive 
of any thing more unlike the plain doctrine of our Sav- 
iour, than the heterogeneous mass of notions, which 
was thus collected, and denominated christiani/y.— 
The commentators and the doctors of the church im. 
agined, however, that they could discover traces of all 
their favorite fancies, in the scriptures ; but this would 
| have been impossible, had they not, for this very pur- 
pose, adopted the most absurd rules of interpreting 
the sacred text. They were all agreed in attributing 
to the whole Bible, a hidden aud mysterious meaning, 
as well as an obvious and literal one; and as if this 
was not enough, many of them began to convert the 
scripture history into allegories, wherever, by the gros- 
sest ingenuity, they could torture it into the least re- 
semblance of their fictions. 

‘ihe manners, also, of the clergy, had now begun to 
approach, at once, the two extremes of austerity and 
licentiousness. From the Oriental and Platonic sys- 
tenis of philosophy, a plan of discipline was introduced, 
consisting of mortifications, fastings, watchings and 





monkish seclusion; so that, instead of regarding the 
as a convenient servant, they were led to consid- 
which it was their duty to 


body 
| wate and torment. 
| had it not been so often realized, this austere and mo- 

rose sort of discipline was too freequenily attended 
| with a proportionate degree of immorality and lewd- 
/ness. Many of the christian doctors of this age adopt- 
(ed the pernicious maxim of the Flatonists, that i was 
| lawful to deceive and to lie, for the purpose of advancing 
{the cause of truth and piety ; and some, who affected 
| the abstinence of celibacy, indulged themselves in the 
possession of concubines from among those who had 
made professions of perpetual chastity. It oughito be 
| remarked, however, that neither the manners nor the 
| sentiments of the common laity, seem to have been so 
| far removed from the Apostolic standard, as were those 
| of the clergy. 

As to the treatment which the christians of this age 
experienced from the secular power, it was extremely 
variable, owing to the unsteady and distracted state of 
the Roman Government. Of sixteen imperors who 
ascended the throne during Origen’s life, fourteen were 


mean while, alternate anarchy and military despotism 
presented a scene, of which no truer exampic could be 
mentioned than that of modern Algiers. ‘I‘hroughout 
this turbulent period, the christians were liable to the 
severest penalties, and to death itself, from certain 
laws against them which were in force; but these 





‘ 


executed, just as caprice, policy, prejudice or super- 
stition-might dictate. There were two persecutions, 
however, in this period, which deserve particular 
mention: the first, about the 17th year of Origen’s 
age, in which his futher suffered death ; and the other, 
near the close of his life, in which he himself narrowly 
escaped martyrdom. * 

OrtcEN was born, A. D. 184 or 185, in the city of 
Alexandria, in Eygpt. His father, Leonidas, caused 
him, while very young, to be instructed in all the 
learning of the times; but directed him to apply him- 
self particularly to the study of the Scriptures, assign- 
ing him, every day, a portion thereof; to commit te 
memory. The son’s inclination seconded the father’s 
solicitons care ; and Origen, though a mere youth, sooa 
became so expert in interpreting the sacred oracles 
after the mysterious and allegorical method then ia 
vogue, that he was universally regarded as an extra- 
ordinary person. It is reported that Leonidas often 
stood by him while he slept, and uncovering his breast, 
kissed it with reverence, as honored with the indwell- 
ing of the Divine Spirit. 

When he was a tittle more advanced in years, he 
studied divinity under the celebrated christian father, 
Clemens Alexandrivus, in the catechetical school off 
Alexandria. His studies in this distinguished seminary 
were, however, soon interrupted by the persecution 
which bsgan, A. D. 202. This was in the 17th year of 
Origen’s age. His master, Clemens Alexandrinus, was 
obliged to flee from the city; and his father, Leonidas, 
was seized and imprisoned for his faith. Origen would 
have voluntarily delivered himself ap to the persecu- 
tors, in hopes of attaining the honor of martyrdom, had 
he not been prevented by his mother, who hid his 
clothes, and thus confined him to the house. Fearing 
that his faiher’s constancy would be overcome by re- 
| gard for his family’s safety, he wrote him a letter urg- 
ing him to stand steadfast, and to be careful not to 
swerve from his profession on theiraccount. Leonidas, 





Bat what would be incredible, | 


slain, most of them by their own soldiers; and in the, 


laws were sometimes, and in some places, entirely | 
neglected by the magisirates ; while at other times,!that God loves all men with an “ everlasting love,” 
or in other places, they were either partially or fully | therefore with loving kinduess willhe draw them. Fr. 8. 


animated by his sou’s exhortation, remained inflexible 
to the last, and courageously suffered martyrdom. 

His goods being confiscated, his family was reduced 
to extreme poverty; but a rich lady of Alexandria, 
either from compassion or respect, took Origen into her 
own house, and afforded him every necessary assist- 
‘ance. ‘There lived with her, at the same time, Paul 
lof Antioch, a famous beretic, whom she had adopted 
‘asher son. This man held conferences at her house, 
which were attended by a great number, not only of 
heretics, but also of catholics. Origen, however, 
though obliged by his situation to converse with him 
at times, would hold no communion, nor join in prayer 
with him; and he teok every method to express his 
abhorrence of heresy. : 

(To be Continued.) 
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| ‘“ReEniGron, with its different sects, may be said to re- 


semble a well drawn portrait ; let the number of per- 
sons looking at it be ever so great, every one fancies 
that its eyes and its benignant smile are difected to- 
wards himself.” In the portrait, this is imagination, 
‘as the eyes do not turn ; but in religion, or peace on 
‘earth, and good will towards men, it is @ reality, as 
every iuctividual has an evidence, that * the Lerd is 
good to all, and that his tender mercies are ovey all his 
iworks.”? If it is right for every man to believe the 
Lord loves him; then it is right for owe man to believe. 
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_ day is appointed. Now, we cannot help, at least, he- 
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- por THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. land especially as it is susceptable of another, and we FOR THE UNIV ERSALIGT MA 
19 aa think a more natural and scriptural interpretation.— — — 


*° ' on appointe EXTRACT FROM A SE 
Ms re Had such a day of judgment been appointed, fretm the I RMON, 
illustration of Acts xvil. 30, 81. very nature of the subject we might expect, that it |‘*.@ wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the 


And the times of this ignorance God winked at ; but would be frequently spoken of as such by the inspired land ;—The prophets prophecy falsel 
now commandeth all men every where to repent ; be- writers. The importance of the subject demanded phecy falsely, and the priest, 
cause he hath appointed a day in the which he will this, and the conduct of many preachers in our day, 


bear rule by their means ; and my people love to ie 
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he eon such an appointed day of judgment being their if so; and what will ye do in the end thereof.” 


i ean to thal 5 hadh raised his from tht dad” | constant thee, is a tacit reproof of the encred writers ; JER, y. 30, 31, 
pe for saying so little about it. But it is confidently be- In the third place, we notice the power and effect of 
(Continued from page 183.) lieved, that sucha day of judgment is appointed, & yet | tradition amongst men. This is, Unquestionably, one 
nee this is the only text which speaks of such an appoint- | of the most powerful and effective instruments, that has 
‘Phe third thing which we shall now attempt to con-; ment, and is introduced in a connexion, as we shall} ever been wielded, in the cause of error. A man takes 





cider, is the argument by which repentance in this | see in the sequel, not the most favorable in support of|the liberty to think, that his ancestors haye erred ig 
passage is enforced. If it is asked, why does God | such an opinion. One thing is certain that if this text | judgment, with respect to the principles of government. 
command all men every where to repent? the an- teaches the appointment of such a day, Paul omits in| articles of food, fashious of dress, modes of agriculture, 
swer given is, ‘*‘ Because he hath appointed a day, in | connexion with it all tragical descriptions of it, as given methods of business, &c. He wonders, why they 
the which he will judge the world in righteousness, by | in modern sermons. should, so long, have submitted to such customs 
that man whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath| 4th. Ifsuch aday of judgment be here taught,thisisthe | and usages, and sets himself at work, in the business 
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised | only text, in the bible, where repentance is enforced of improvement— Nor does he forget to hint, for his own 
him from the dead.” ‘from such aconsideration. Repentance is often incul- | ”odest praise, that, ‘* Every generation grows wiser 
The common opinion entertained of these words, is’ cated as a duty, and urged from various considerations | ad wiser.” But, suggest to him, any improveuient 
the following. The day mentioned, is supposed to be! on mankind, but not that we can see from the com- in hia religious creed, and you touch him in a tender 
a day of Judgment at the end of this material system. | monly received views of a day of judgment. We are|place. On this subject, improvemeut is hopeless, You 
This day is considered as fixed by God,and by some is | aware, that one or two passages may be referred to, as | find him so strongly intrenched in the traditions of his 
believed to be a common day, consisting of twenty ‘in opposition to this remark. For example, it is said | fathers, that argument becomes useless, and reasoning, 
four hours. Besides, it is believed, that at this day, | twice, Luke xiii. ‘* except ye repent ye shall all like-| vain. [le will tell you, ‘* My father, my grandfather, 
all mev shall be assembled in one vast multitude, and wise perish.” But, whoever consults the context may land a host of worthy ancestors, before them, all be- 
God shall judge, or pass sentence on every individual, ; see, that the perishing has no respect no endless mis- | lieved as 1 do; my religious opinions have stood the 
according to their respective characters. The wicked | ery, but perishing in a similar way to those on whom| test of ages, and their antiquity, and the wisdom of 
he shall then condemn, dooming them to endless mise-}the tower of Siloam fell, or those whose blood Pilate | those that framed them, speak too foicibly iu their fa 
ry in hell, and the good he wil] admit to dwell forever, mingled with their sacrifices. Common usage then vor, to suffer them to give piace tothose of a more re- 
with himself in heaven. Such are the general ideas of the sacred writers, as to the way in which they en-|cent date. These may be erroneous,—those, | kaow 
entertained on & supposed to be taught in this passage. | force the necessity of repentance, is in opposition tothe to be true, for my fathers have believed them, before 
Before offering any other explanation of these words, |common doctrine of a day of judgment founded on this | me. 
we shall state a few things with a view to shew, that | passage. Should any doubt the correctness of my Thus, do men argue, in favor of tradition. Whata 
this common interpretation is not correct. | titement about this, let them consult the places in! pity that such a pe:son had not preserved a cvuat of his 
ist. To assert that the day here referred to, isa day | scripture, where repentance is mentioned. ancestors’ good old fashion—-what a pity he could not 
of general judgment at the end of this world, is taking! 5th. But admitting, that the phrase, judge the world | still preach up the old legitimate doctrine, * The king 
for granted as true the very point in debate, which ! jn righteousness, does refer to a day of judgment at | can do no wrong’’—that he does not coutinue to hang 
ought to be proved true. Assertions are easily made, | the end of this material system, what follows from this | Quakers, and witches, aud fine, imprison, aud whip the 
but they prove nothing. It it certain, not a word is view of the passage. If all are to be judged, and judg- Baptists—and, how useful would it be, to erecta trie 
said in the passage about the end of the world. As led righteously, who then can be saved from endless|bunal, to try persons suspected of witchcraft, by 
little is said about the resurrection of the dead, or a} misery, for all have sinned and come short of the glory weighing them against the great church Bible—for 
day of judgment. A day is spoken of, and in this day lof God. Are even believers without sin? That a/|the edification of the present race of men, and to exhi- 
— ¥ to judge the world in righteousness. Nota | change must take place in them at death, before ever | bit iu the clearesi point of view, the wisdom of bis fathe 
a hint is given, that the wicked at this day are to be 'they are fit for the enjoyment and employment of heav- | ¢'3; whose traditions, he keeps. 
sentenced to hell, and the righteous to heaven. No, en, none we think willdeny. Thatsomeofthembave| Shame on humanity: that, with sucha host of well 
all these things are men’s additions to this part of | been cut off for their sins, and that without even a pos- authenticated proofs, of the egregious eirors of uur lore- 
God’s word which we feel ourselves not only author- ' sibility of repentance for them, we think few will ques- | fathers, before us, any wan should be guilty of such 
ised but bound to reject. ‘tion. How then could they go to heaven at death, folly, as to sacrifice his reason and lis judgment, at the 
‘2d. But we would ask, how such as take this view of | and how can they be adjudged to heaven at the day of }@ltar of their superstitious traditions. To spend his 
fWe subject, reconcile it with another part of their | judgment, if judged righteously ? Should it be said, time, destroy his happiness, and torment himself aud 
creed,—that the eternal condition of every man is fixed | they are admitted there on the ground of the love of Others, with an old, superaunuated creed, becauee 
unalterably at the moment of death. If this be true, | God in the gift of his Son, and not on account of works | 8°mebody believed it, ‘Iwo, or Three Hundred years 
is it not rather strange, that each individual must be of righteousness which they had done; very well, ago. Yet, such is the conduct of men, and, it forms 
assembled at this judgment day, to receive a second ' and why may uot others, yea all be admitted on the | oue of the iost potent engines, with which, Orthodoxy 
time a sentence to punishment, which they have been ! same ground. If they are admitted righteously to| wages war against liberality, reason, aud common 
already enduring, or to happiness they have been en-! heaven on this ground, and we we, on no other | 8euse- It is one of the strovg cords, with which, she 
joying ? What valuable end can be served by such a | can they be admitted, we wish to kuow, why all may ‘binds her devoted victims on her altar, oue of the iru 
second decision of the everlasting destinies of the hu- | not be admitted righteously, so long as ‘eleanl life is tOds, with which, her ** Priests bear rule.” 
man race? It cannot be for God to correct mistakes | the gift of God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Ifthis! Yet, amidst these gloomy reflections, that naturally 
made by him in the first judgment, at death. Nor is it ground is relinquistied, and the righteous judgment of. obtrude themselves upou us, when we contemplate 
supposed, that it is for the purpose of pardoning a sin-| this day, is placed on that of personal OO EER ‘the bavock and devastation, that is carried op in the 
gle individual, who has suffered from death to this} we allow the wicked cannot be admitted to hskecd -humau mind, by tradition, we have still a source ¢. 
period. To be sure it might affurd a great display of| But on the same principle it must also be cranted, “divine consolation. Truth, arrayed in all the attributes 
divine power and majesty, but we doubt if God ever |that even believers must be excluded, for their fights jof immaculate perfection, has erected her throne ou 











makes a parade and display of these, without some im- | ousness is far from being perfect before God. earth, and unfurled her spotless banner, aa 
portant end is to be gained by their exhibition. We An lnwavuiker ArreR TRUTH ceeds with dazzling glory, from ber radiaut ae se 
leave it therefore with the believers in this doctrine, (To be Continued.) jhee sceptre is extended to the sous of men. peng 
to inform us, what are the valuable ends gained by ow her silver trumpet, and proclaims, to the human Facey 
such a day of judgment as they fancy is taught in this THE UNIVERSALIST MEETING HOUSE, “Ye shall kuow the truth, aud the truth si 
passage. Lately erected in the town of Chatham, county of Y°U wen." ds—the 


Sd. If the day here mentioned be,asis generally sup- 
posed a day of judgment at the end of this worid, this 
is the only text in which | can find it said, that such a 


The glorious prospect brightens and expan 

ision bursts upow our view—she marches 
boldly forward, with rapid strides, to Universal empwe- 
She scatters, in her path, the blessings, the hao reiy: “4 

ible blessings of Rizlteousuess, peace, aud joy # ihe 


Barnstable, will be dedicated on the 19th instant, and | 
the Rev. Carvin Munrox, will be orCained on the Deavenly 
same day. Clergymen of . very Christian Denomina- 
tion are respectfully invited to attend. Services to 
commence at 10 in the moruing. 





Sitating to receiye thie doctrine upon a solitary text, 
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Holy Ghost.”? Thousands are enlisting in‘ her sacred 
eause—armed with ‘*the sword of the Spirit,”—de- 
fended with the shield of Faith and the helmet of 
Hope, and unfurling the spotless banner of Charity, to 
the terror and dismay of her inveterate foes, 

With such a leader to direct our movements and op- 
erations, with such armor, for attack and defence, 
with such a sacred cause to defend, we need not fear. 
Go on and prosper. For certain, as the light of the 
natural Sun, dispels the sable gloom of night, and ab- 


sorbs, in the brightness of his rays, the twinkling of 


every inferior planet, so true it is, that the Sun of} 


Righteousness, that has already risen, will scatter the 
gloom of mental darkoess, and compel the genius of 
error, to hide her head, in confusion, shame, and de- 


spair. Amicus, 





From the (Hudson, N. Y.) Messenger of Peace. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE, 


A few years ago, a person residing in the north part 
of this state, had a wife who was a zealous methodist. 
Going to church on a sabbath, when there was to-bea 
love feast, or an inquiring meeting,—he observed to his 
wife that she should vot remain in this meeting, unless 
be was also permitted to stay. She informed him, he 
could certainly have the privilege of remaining in the 
meeting if he would consent to be inquired of, concern- 
ing the state of his mind and feelings. This he said he 
was willing to do. 
that the audience, geverally, had withdrawn. 


in the meeting, aud at length, came to t 
inquired how he felt. He auswered, I feel very joy- 
ful, and aut the happiest creature you eversaw. In- 
deed, sir, said the inquisitor, and how long have you 
been so happy? ‘Three or four hours, was the answer. 
Well, sir, aud will you tell me the cause of your hap- 
piness aud joy? I will sir. ‘Lhis morning as I was 
coming to meeting with my wife, 1 found a piece of 
paper in the road which I picked up, and discovered it 
to be alea' of a book called the Bible, on this leaf I 
found the foliowing declaration: ** Forasmuch then as 
the children are partakers of flesh aud blood, he also 


himself likewise took part of the same; that through | 


death he might destroy him that bath the power of 
death, THAT IS THE DEVIL; aud deliver them 
who through fear of death were all their lifetime sub- 
ject to bondage.”? As soon as | found that the devil 
was to be destroyed, I began to feel happy, and cried, 
glory to Gop, the devil is to be destroyed! Glory to 
Gov, ail that have been in bondage throagh fear of 
the devil shall be delivered! Glory to Gop, for this 
Goud News! Iu short, sir, | am the happiest creature 
thet ever lived, ou finding that Jesus shail triumph,— 
the devil be destroyed, and all souls delivered trom 
his iron yoke of bandage. We need not inform the 
reader that the good clergymau passed on, without 
makiug any further inquiries, not much pleased at the 
thoughts of the devil being destroyed. 


DISCOVERIES IN THE MOON. | 


AvcspurG, MARcnH 12.—Projfessor Gruithuisen in 
Munich, whose selenogostic researches are Kuown to 
the learned from Bode’s Astrouomical Calendar, and 
other writings, has spoken in that Calendar, and iu one 
of his works, of the discovery which his extremely 
quick sight, aided by a good telescope of Frauenhoter’s 
making, has been enabled to make of a colossal huild- 
ing, situated near the Equator of the Moon, resembling 
4 fortress, with strait ramparts, which are arranged 
like the lateral fitres of an alder leaf. We now learn 


that he has also discovered a great many regularly 
Made roads. alteratious evidently made by art, in nat- 
ural walls, tie clearest traces of cultivation on the sur- 
face of the Moon, (which Schroeber aflirmed to exist,) 


: he 
He consequently remained after!“ 
The} 
. . t 
preacher or preachers commenced the inquiry as to the | 


° y 4 4 . , inn } 
tate of the mind and feelings of those, who continued | | 2 : / > 
nt Os re eae ed «| ished in manners; his address may be pleasing; his 


| conversation may be fascinating and delightful. He 


soeblieepadi tachteade’ 
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THE MORALIST........ No. XIV. 
“Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel.”-~Gen. xlix. 4. 


This passage of sacred writ is the language of the 
patriarch Jacob, addressed to his eldest son, Reuben. 
The occasion of this address is well known to us all.— 
This illustrious personage was then on his death: bed, 
borne down with the weight of years and the infirmi- 
ties of decaying mature. He had called his sons to- 
|gether, around the bed of death, to tell them what 








| should befall them in the latter days, It appears this 
venerable old man was inspired, so that he could draw 
aside the veil that hides futurity froin the eyes of mor- 
tals, and could foresee the future destiny of his descen- 
cdants. He, first begins with his eldest son, Reuben: 
“* Thou art my first born, my might,-the beginning -o¢ 
my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excel- 
lency of power.”’ All these titles and privileges be- 
longed to Reuben by birth. The most mighty monarch 
could be possessed of no higher degrees of honor and 
might ;—but aias! by his folly and instability, he for- 
feited all these inestimable privileges; and all his fond 
anticipations of future glory and happiness proved like 
an idle dream. Reader, have you not been acquaint- 
ed with those, who, like Reuben, by their instability, 
have forfeited all the advantages, which they might 
have enjoyed from their birth? Education and stand- 
ing in society,—all these privileges, great as they were, 
ive been thrown away by the wastable, who, like 
Such a person as this, may 
i bave great naural abilities ; he may be possessed of 
many amiable and endearing virtues; he may be pol- 





i water, Can never excel. 


may make great professions of regard fer those with 
whom he associates; but what confidence can we put 
in the man, who, unstable in his ways, may be turned 
against us by the artful devices of the slandérer, and 
of him who goes up and down as a talebearer, amongst 
his neighbors? Such a detestable character as this 
would soon make the unstable aud credulous man be- 
lieve that you were his enemy, and that you had spok- 
en thus and so against him, when, at the same time, 
it was a base invention of his own, to prejudice the 
unstable man against you. Had the person, to whom 
these tales were told, been possessed of true wisdom 
and good judgment, he would have examined into the 
truth of what he had heard, and have been convinced 
at once of the folly of hearkening to a tatler and liar ; 
for these two characters, are inseparably connected.— 
But the unstable man neverallows himself time to re- 
flect; if a well told tale, salutes his ears, he, at once, 
receives it for truth. ‘The person who relates it, he 
embraces as a friend, when he is but an enemy in dis- 
Thus does the unstable person, forfeit bis true 
friends. They Lecome strangers to him, because they 
can place no dependence in his friendship. For a mo- 
ment, take a view of the solitary mau, who stands, as 
it were, aloue iv the midst of the earth, with none to 
comfort him. He has no eudearing wife and lovely 
children to greet him with smiles of affection aud love. 
To use the sublime language of a modern writer, his 
age must kuvow vo kindly hearth ; none will be left to 
bear up his name ; he must go down to the grave with- 
out a friend to drop a tear over his cold remains.— 
What has occasioued this? In youth, he had a fair 
prospect of enjoying the sweets of Jove and friendship. 
Every thing conspired to make bim happy; but alas, 
he was of that number, who, unstable as water, can- 
not excel. In youth, no one could long engage his 
friendship or love. He was, by turns, a frieud to all 
his acquaintance, and a lover to all the fair part of 
creation; but through instability, he forsook thew al), 
and in turn he finds himself solitary and forsaken. He 
distrusted all; and no one will place confidence in 
These are some of the fruits, the unstable man 


guise. 


him. 





and several other indications of ratioual Leings im that | 
Plauel.— Porisuioulh Gaelic. ' 


has toreap. But these are uot allx wheu he takes a 
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retrospective view of his past life, he despises himself, 
if | may be permitted to use the expression. When he 
reflects on his conduct, and sees, he has, by his folly, 
lost so many rich blessings that he might have enjoyed, 
he cannot but view himself with disgust, 

My brethren, are we amongst the numbér of those 
who are unstable in their ways; who, without reflec- 
tion, embrace every opinion, however absurd? If this 
be the case with any of us, may we, without delay, 
commence the work of self-examination. May we not 
put it off another day. If we are possessed of a fickle, 
unstable mind, we can never enjoy true happiness. I 
am not arguing that a person should never change his 
sentiments, on any subject ; it is the duty of every 
person, when be is convinced that he has embraced an 
erroneous sentiment, to ‘abandon it. But we should, 
with care and attention, examine a thing’ well, before 
we receive it as truth. Mor arisr. 

West Cambridge, May 8, 1824. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





Messrs. Editors,—Some two or three years ago, the 
Rev. Lyman Beacher, missionary agent, published a 
pamphlet, in which he deplores the awful condition of 
the people in this country ; Saying there were no more 
than ove or two regular preachers in the whole coun- 
ty. But at the same time, many Congregational, 
Baptist, Methodist, and Christian preachers must have 
been omitted in his orthodex calculation, One of these 
regular preachers lately, delivered a discourse in our 
vicinity, in which he stated, that Hell was an ocean of 
liquid fire and brimstone, blown up by the breath ofan 
angty God!!! This he stated as literal trath, Let 
us look at the idea. What have the holy lips of this 
Regularspoken? Often is the glory of the incorruptible 
God changed to the image of corruptible man. But 
now we behold him chafing with anger, and blewing 
the iufernal fires with his scorching breath forever.— 
Like a mighty bellows, he spends eternal years in feed- 
‘ing these tartarean flames with the fury of his own 
temper. Such is the God of our Regulars! And 
their Devil too, it is supposed, will furnish considera- 
ble wind for this noted fire. Work on fiery spirits, for 
this world is fond of fire, and I fear it will take all their 
Gods and Devils to burn them to their senses. And 
the thought just strikes me, that this is the very fire in. 
which their regular craftsmen forge their tools and 
chains to fetter maukind, and stay the march of truth. 

CALEB TODD. 

Chautauque, N. Y. April 28, 1824. 
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INSTALLATION. 


On Thursday, the 13th instant Br. Sepastian 
STREETER was installed Pastor over the first Univer- 
salist Church and Society in this city. Introductory 
Prayer, by Br. Barzillai Streeter of Salem; Sermon, 
from 2 Cor. iii. 6, by Br. Russell Streeter of Portland, 
Me.; Installing Prayer, by Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d, of 
Roxbury ; Delivery of the Scriptures, and Charge, by 
Er. Thomas Jones of Gloucester; Right Hand of Fei- 
lowship, by Br. Hosea Ballou of Boston ; Concluding 
Prayer, by Br. Edward Turner of Portsmouth ; Bene- 
diction, by Br. Sebastian Streeter. 

‘These services were accompanied with the highly 
interesting performances of the Choir of the Society, 

May the Blessing of the Divine Presence rest on this 
ancient and numerous Society, and their beloved and 
respected Pastor. 


———_ 
—__-— 


THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION, 


Is to be holden at Attleborough, Mass. on the 2a 
Nednesday and Thursday of June. 

















792 






UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 




















POET’S CORNER. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALI8ST MAGAZINE, 


CHARITY. 


Say, gentle Charity, 

Friend of humanity, 

Heav’n’s first born, and darling child, 

Where dwell’st, amongst mankind, 
Thy heav’uly form, and graces mild, 
Merciful, beuevolent, and kind ? 
“J am to no bounds confin’d; 
Kings and potentates in vain, 
Porge, for me, the golden chain, 
To enslave my free born mind. 
Free as air, my spirit roves, 
Boundless as Eternal Love. 
Thrones and sceptres, | despise, 
And temples, whose proud turrets rise, 

In lofty grandeur to the skies: 

Splendid palaces of state, 

The proud, the wealthy, and the great, 

For me, have no alluring charms, 

To cheat my senses, or deceive my eyes, 

Or win me to their arms. 

Altars, victims, rites and forms, 

Human creeds, and fi’ry zeal, 

Vows and prayers, 

Groans and tears, 

Frantic, wild, outrageous storms 

Oi passion, and of will, 

In vain, their noisy powers combine, 

To tempt me to th’ unhallow’d shrine, 
Where sit enthron’df in dire array, 

Anger, hatred, fear, and wild dismay, 

} seek no pompous, spleudid court, 

No costly robes of church or state, 

Nor popular resort, 

Of follies yot’ries, and the rich and great. 
Nor fi’ry zeal, nor smoking altars claim, 

A nearer kindred with my gentle name: 
Nor pfay’rs nor tears, nor groans, nor sighs, 
Nor frantic grief, nor piercing cries, 

Can move me from my fix’d design, 

To dwell, alone, where Virtue rears her shrine. 
*Tis where the ger’rous bosom throbs 

With anguish, for a brother’s woes ; 

*Tis where the sympathetic breast, 

Is, with another’s ills opprest ; 

*Tis where the tearful current flows, 

From him that heaves the gentle sigh, 
Where fervent love, perpetual glows, 

An offering to Philantrophy : 

Tis where that pure, celest’al flame, 

That knows no sect, nor party name, 

Burns, clear and bright, fed from above, 
Boundless, exhaustless, Universal Love : 
*Tis there, | fill my spotless throne, 

There, my bright sceptre sway ; 

My throne, that, evermore shall stand, 

My sceptre, that shall grace my haud, 

When earthly sceptres, crowns, and thrones, 
Shall vanish and decay.” 





J. FRIEZE. 


b——— — | 


MARTIN LUTHER’S EPITAPH. 
* Rome tam’d the world, 
Yet Rome the Pope hath aw’d, 
She rose by force, but he by pions fraud ; 
Greater than both of those was Luther—when, 
He vanquished both, with nothing but his pen. 
Go fabled Greece, and bid Meidas know, 
His club, like Luther’s pen, gave no such blow.” 
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ANECDOTE. 


A certain Pope being informed that some Jews were 
desirous of an audience, said—‘t Jews! No, how can 


our dear Saviour!’? But hearing afterwards they were 
much affected at his refusal, having brought a very 


respect,—he cried with a seemingly careless air, 


wretches, they knew not what they were doing.” 
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Boston, Saturday, May 22, 1824. 











(e TO THE PATRONS OF THE MAGAZINE. 
The Publishers feel themselves under the imperious 


that Suscriptions, fo a large amount, yel remainunpaid, 


our Patrons, for payment, but the facts, that a very 
great proportion of them are delinquent, that the ex- 


pecuniary resources are small, must plead an apology, 
and is the only one we have to offer. It is, and must 

be obvious, to every person, that a lengthy catalogue 
of NAMES, can yield no support tothe Magazine, with- 


Paper being read by many, cannot afford subsistence 
to our families, purchase materials for the work, set 
our types, and work the press. It must, therefore, be 
as obvious, that unless arrearages are paid, our iabors 
must close. 


such a manner, as, unnecessarily, to wound the feel- 
ings of any individual—far less, to threaten to make 
use of legal force to compel the payment of our dues. 
We are aware, that unavoidable circumstances may 


plying with our terms, and where such is the case, we 
intend no censure.—But, we cannot persuade our- 
selves, that such is the case, with nearly ONE HALF 
our whele number of Subscribers—(We, therefore, a- 
gain, earnestly entreat, that such as hare it in their 
power, will make immediate payment, of what they 
owe, and, that others, will do ail they can, for our 
relief. 

It becomes necessary that all accounts due to this 
establishment, should be settled at the close of the 
present volume, as the term of the copartnership be- 


It will be carried on in future by the Senior Propri- 
etor. 


We would, not, however, omit to return our hearty 
acknowledgements to such of our Subscribers, as have 
promptly complied with the terms of Subscription. 


At this time, also, it may wot be thought amis, to so- 
licit the Friends to, and Believers in the Impartial 
Goodness, and Universal Benevolence of Gon, to en- 
courage and ‘promote the Publication of the Magazine, 
by yielding it their support. H. & A. BOWEN. 
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MARRIED, 
In this City, by Rev. Hosea Ballou, Mr. Peter San- 


cry to Mrs. Lucy Cutler. Mr. Zelotes Thorndike to 
Miss Lucinda Clarridge, all of Boston. 


Hallowell to Miss Mary Jane Nowell, both of Boston. 

In Mendon, on Thursday 13th inst. by Rev. Mr. 
Doggett, Mr. Williaryy Kendrick of Newton, to Mrs. 
Harriet C, Jackson, of the former place. 


DIED, 
In this City, Mr. Joseph Hewins, aged 42. Mr. 


Royal Duff, aged 31. Mr. Natnaniel H. Wright, prin- 
ter, aged 38. Lucilla, aged 7 months, youngest child 


® Wheso. offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him of Mr. George and Mrs. Rebecca Redding. Elizabeth 


what ordereth his conversation aright, will I shew the 


gulvatien ef Ged.” PSAumMs. 


Capt. William Wallis. 
| Mr. Benjamin T. aged 22, 





7 From the Newburyport Herald, 


they expect to be admitted who were the murderers of 


valuable present for his Holiness, as a mark of their 


“ Well, well, admit them ; poor uninformed, ignorant 


necessity, of reminding their delinquent Subscribers, | 


It is extremely unpleasant, to be under the necessity of 
publishing frequent Notices of this fact. and pressing 


have transpired, that have prevented many from com-. 


tween the present publishers will expire at that time. | 


In Roxbury, by Rev. Hosea Ballou, 2d. Mr. Luther | 


Lucy Wallis, aged 5 years and six months, daughter of 
Mrs. Hannah Tickuor, wife of 
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OBITUARY. 


The Hon. Grorcre TuatcueR, [whose death wig 
noticed in our last] was born at Barnstable, (Mass.) ig 
April, 1754, and graduated at Harvard College in the 
troubled year of 1776, in the same class with Goy, 
Gore and the late Chief Justioe Sewall. After finish. 
ing his education, he established himself as aq Lawyer 
at Saco, in the then Provice of Maine, where he spe- 
dily rose to great eminence in his profession. Accttes 
ness of discernment, ingenuity in argument, skill, 
promptness and address in practice and sound legal 
knowledge, characterized all his efforts at the bar,— 
These excellencies, united with his ability, his imper- 
turbable good humor, his wit, of which many very 
amusing anecdotes are related by his contemporaries, 
introduced him into very extensive business as an ad- 
vocate, and gained him uncommon popularity at ax 
early age. 

Hence, only five or six years after he began to prac. 
‘tice law, he was chosen a representative of Massachue 
‘setts in the old continental Congress. And this honor 
was then a much more signal distinction than it has 
;now become. He was the first delegate ever elected 





penses, attending the Publication, are great, that these from Maine ; and besides that, our representatives, 
expences canndt be paid withoul money, and, that our 


previous to the adoption of the constitution, were few 
in number, and not chosen by the people in districts, 
but appointed at large by the General Court. He con- 
| tinued in Congress from that time every year, it is be- 


out a SUBSTANTIAL accompaniment—And that, our lieved, without interruption, until the election of Mr. 


Jefferson. Asa representative there, he was active 
| I ’ 


j useful, and much respected, spoke frequently, and was 
‘heard with attention and effect from the ingenuity of 


| his remarks, always relieved by irresistible facetious 
It is not our intention to press this subject home, in ' ness and readiness of wil, of which they, who have seen 


,him only after his decline into the vale of years, can 
form no adequate conception. 

| In 1801, as being the most distinguished and promi- 
‘nent lawyer in Maine, he was appointed one of the 
‘judges of our Supreme Court. He held this office for 
nearly twenty-three years, performing its duties with 
fidelity and zeal, until the infirmities of age came apoa 
him ; and when he found these increasing, he resign- 
‘ed his place only three movihs before his death, car- 
-rying with him into retireiment, frou a Jong life past 
in the public service, little else beside the honorable 
‘possession of his unblemished zood name. 

As a private individual, he was exentplary in all the 
‘domestic and social relations, of stainless integrity and 
ietrict morality, kind and adectionate in his honseboid, 
courteous to his inferiors, remarkable for his active 
charity towards the neceasitous and afflicted, and en- 
deared to all who knew him by his extraordinary 
cheerfulness, vivacity and amiableness of temper, and 
his universal good will and benevolence of feeling to 
wards all mankind. With some peculiarities in bis 
religious belief, and a liberality and candor of spirit, 
which exposed him to the miseonstruction of men of 
narrow views, he was a sincere and zealous professor 
of what he considered the great cardinal points of faith, 
recorded ahd delivered to us in the Scriptures.?— 
Above all, he was a doer of the word, nota believer 
only ; dying at a good old age, with the consciousness 
of a life well spent in the discharge of important public 
‘duties, and in the constant manifestation of every sel 
vate virtue, leaving a numerous family and large ei 
cle of friends to bewail his loss. 

On the admission of Maine into the Union, he fe 
moved to Newburyport, and dwelt there till he left the 
bench, when he returned to his former residence in 
Biddeford, but a few wecks before his decease, and just 
in time to breath his last amid the scenes of his owP 
and his children’s home.—JVvewburyport Herald. 


—_~ J 





* Judge TuAarcueR was a Universalist, and . 
author of a number of Essays, over the signature 0 
*¢ Nazarenus,” published in the *“* CanisTLAN Lyt 
LIGENCER.”—Lidilors of Uni. Mags 




















